
HOW AREIVIM’S  
KAYITZ KEF/HEBREW  
AT CAMP MET THE  
CHALLENGES OF  
SUMMER 2020
Areivim’s Kayitz Kef/Hebrew at Camp  
program was primed for a summer of growth 
and change in 2020. Five new camps had made 
the decision to join our network to bring an 
engaging Hebrew immersion program to their 
campers. We were already on track to reach 
our goal of over 800 campers; the camps had 
already recruited 490 campers by early March, 
exceeding the enrollment reached by the  
same time in 2019.

However, the COVID-19 crisis required us to  
pivot and restructure the program. We met  
the challenge of the pandemic and adapted our 
programs and created new partnerships. We 
successfully delivered engaging Hebrew programs 
to children we had not reached previously and in 
more diverse ways than before.

Kayitz Kef is not a cookie cutter program; we work with each 
camp to build an experience that draws from the unique  
characteristics of its community. In 2020 this was especially 
true as the program took many different forms. 12 out of 16 
Kayitz Kef network camps offered Hebrew to campers this  
summer, including three that had joined the program this year. 
Additionally, we worked with three new camps this summer, 
customizing Hebrew at Camp programs to enrich the camps  
virtual programs. This gave us our first opportunity to expand 
Kayitz Kef to overnight camps!

There were three general ways, sometimes overlapping, that 
Hebrew at Camp was implemented this summer:

   Two camps operated in person and implemented the  
traditional Kayitz Kef Hebrew immersion program as a  
specialty program within their camps, together reaching  
110 children.   

   Four camps that also operated in person integrated Hebrew 
programming and Israeli culture into their activities for all 
campers with guidance and support from Kayitz Kef staff, 
engaging over 1,600 children in Hebrew!

   Nine camps met virtually and offered the Kayitz Kef  
program to all campers with 372 children participating in 
Kayitz Kef online.  

We were excited to partner with the Jewish Agency for Israel- 
Summer Shlichim Program to bring shlichim virtually to our 
Kayitz Kef camps. These shlichim were trained in the past by 
Areivim and provided an authentic connection to Israeli culture 
and modern Israeli Hebrew for all campers – and in many cases 
they were able to virtually bring campers to Israel, touring 
various sites via the online platform. Because of this virtual 
platform, this was the first time we were able to deploy shlichim 
who had worked with us in previous years on a large scale.

The summer of 2020 looked very different from previous years, 
but Kayitz Kef rose to the occasion and even in the midst of 
a pandemic brought Hebrew to campers in more ways than 
before. From full immersion programming to tastes of Hebrew 
for entire camps, Kayitz Kef – in partnership with our dedicated 
camp professionals - engaged over 2,000 campers in Hebrew 
this summer, more than double our expectation!

Past and current funders of Hebrew at Camp include the AVI  
CHAI Foundation, Julie Beren Platt, Crown Family Philanthropies, 
Fooksman Family Foundation, The Marcus Foundation, The  
Steinhardt Foundation for Jewish Life, the UJA Federation of  
Greater Toronto, Les & Abigail Wexner, the William Davidson  
Foundation, and others.

Hebrew at Camp is a project of in partnership with The Foundation for Jewish Camp
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The Areivim Hebrew at Camp/Kayitz Kef program gives American Jewish youth the ability to converse in Modern Israeli Hebrew and to 
own contemporary Israeli culture as part of who they are. Hebrew provides rich and authentic content for one’s Jewish identity without 
necessarily requiring religious commitment. Kayitz Kef is at the forefront of a movement to inspire a new generation united by passion 
for Hebrew, Israel, and worldwide Jewish connectedness.

For more information about Kayitz Kef and how you can help or get involved, contact National Director  
Sharon Schoenfeld at sharon@areivim.org or (212) 792-6237.


